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Executive summary

According to international law on human rights and international criminal law, the practice 

1.

2

of atrocious crimes4 -

-

Enforced Disappearance

2

in this phenomenon

7 – these testimo-

-

ances and their perpetrators .

    -

-

-
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was structured around stigmatising criteria – age, area of residence, political opinion, profession, 

-

-

were transferred from detention centre to detention

-

4

fact, torture was carried out on a large scale in secret detention centres. Denunciations made 

under torture led to other arrests, secret detentions and disappearances.

-

-

-

-

-

alleged authors, of shedding light on the truth and granting full and complete compensation to 

-

pdf       
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Introduction 
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Introduction

-

14.

“the arrest, detention, abduction 

or any other form of deprivation of liberty by agents of the State or by persons or groups of per-

sons acting with the authorisation, support or acquiescence of the State, followed by a refusal 

to acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or by concealment of the fate or whereabouts of the 

disappeared person, which place such a person outside the protection of the law” [Article 2].

-

-

-
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-

 

 

- the denial, the refusal to communicate information on the missing person, on their location 

and the recognition of their detention 

law

-

underground.

 

1990 – 2000: thousands of enforced disappearances in Algeria

 

-
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6 -

“you took them alive, we want them back 

alive”

-

 

 

     -

 

 

-

-
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27

 

 

-

-

-

 

 

     

 

-
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“the barbaric terrorism which 

has plunged the Algerian population into mourning for a decade”

-

. 

-

“in numerous 

cases, these disappearances are a consequence of the criminal activity of blood-thirsty terrorists 

who have usurped the right to life or death of all people”.

-

 

 

      

-

.  
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-

excessive acts

of the 

 
 
 

 

 

-

 

 

considers that “the widespread or systematic practice of enforced disappearance constitutes a 

-

quences provided for under such applicable international law”

-

-

 

 

 

    The circumstances in which the criminal acts were committed and the intention of the 

-

 

 

 

 

 

-
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-

-

 

 

-

-

 

 

-

ria as “State violence”.

-

-

 

 

-

-

-

. 
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, whose main 

-

-

nal, regional or national authorities41.

-

-

 

 

-

the President of the National Commission considers the case to be 

closed and the families of the disappeared have been classed as victims of the national tragedy 

and have been compensated”42 -

shedding light on the truth or granting full and complete compensation.

-

-

 

-
 

-
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Aims and methodology 
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-

-

 

 

 

- the circumstances surrounding the arrest and disappearance              

 

 

authorities

“di-

sappearances are not attributed to the institutions. These are isolated acts committed by State 

.

-

The report “Enforced disappearances in Algeria: a crime against humanity?” presents 

-
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-
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4 - Les milices paramilitaires

 

-

-

-

 Elles 

-

15-Mohamed Smaïn « Relizane dans la tourmente – Silence ! on tue », editions Bouchène, 2004, p. 7

The Algerian Civil War
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According to sources44 -

-

-

, at 

hospitals in the capital

.

44-According to Ali Haroun there were no more than 80,000 deaths whereas Bouteflika o#en spoke of 150,000 or 200,000 
deaths: http://www.algerie-focus.com/blog/2012/12/ali-haroun-il-ny-avait-pas-plus-de-80-000-morts-durant-la-decennie-
noire-en-algerie/
45-“Khaled Nezzar : Nous ne savions pas” [Khaled Nezzar: We did not know], interview conducted by Sid Ahmed Semiane in 
“Octobre: Ils parlent” [October: $ey talk], Algiers,
1998. Visited on 14/08/2015 at: http://www.algeria-watch.org/farticle/88/nezzar.htm
46-“Du 5 octobre 1988 et du Comité contre la Torture, interview octobre 2001” [From 5 October 1988 and Committee against 
Torture, interview October 2001], Textes d’Anouar Benmalek sur Octobre 1988 [Texts by Anouar Benmalek on October 
1988],p. 40. Visited on 14/08/2015 at: http://anouarbenmalek.free.fr/octobre88/AnouarBenMalekTextesSurLaTorture.pdf
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-

-

leaders, calling for changes to the electoral law and organisation of the upcoming presidential 

-

. 
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-

.

-

-

-

unarmed Islamism
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Section I.

The State officials as  

perpetrators of the enforced  

disappearances 
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-
rances

profession of their perpetrators.

-

. At the same time, the Algerian 

-

. Therefore, no disappearance at 

-

-

-

location of their detention or the fate of the disappeared (II).

-

-
-

s
e
c
ti
o

n
  

1

28

-

-

“From 1992, the SM, currently DRS, was the turning hub for the State 

repression. They regularly managed all of the security forces in complete isolation from the 

including the creation of death squads. The DRS services, in their place, was the backbone of 

the organisation of impunity for the whole of this decade” .

-

-
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-

-

-
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30

-

-

72-Eric Denece, Bulletin de documentation no. 5 “Forces spéciales et groupes d’intervention antiterroriste algérien” 
[Documentation Newsletter no. 5 “Algerian special forces and anti-terrorist intervention groups”]

from 18/01/2013, online at http://www.cf2r.org/fr/bulletin-de-documentation/forces-speciales-et-groupes-in-

tervention-antiterroristes-algeriens.php, visited on 21/07/2015           

 -

-
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-

detained and tortured.

74.

-

-
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n
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32

-

-

mained outside.

-

one of their sons.

-

cation.
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-

-

-

 

 

   -

-
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34

testimonies.

 

 

in the arrest of more than half of the missing from 

 

 

was set up at the police station of the 

 

-

police station who recognised the superintendent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-

 

 

 

-

into one of their cars all the while insulting him. 
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-

.

-

The armed 

-

-

-

s
e
c
ti
o

n
  

1

36The soldiers 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

 

 

 

 

The prisoners were standing up, attached to the 

-

missing)

-

-

-

-

-

-

appeared to resist were executed or disappeared. 

-
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-

-

-

 

 

“known for being dedicated to doing many mass sweeps, 

Semmar) and Baraki communes. He would set up roadblocks on a daily basis and was known by 

the locals. Whereas the others were masked, he often had his face visible. He got a promotion 

for contact lenses”  

 

 

 

-

s
e
c
ti
o

n
  

1

38

 

-

-

                                                                   

-

with the aim of terrorising and cutting the supposed 

-

repercussions from the terrorists who had complete 

control of some of the districts. All lights were swit-

-

and patriots as well as tortures and enforced disap-

    The sweeps, preceding numerous people disap-

-

patriots. 
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people) were regrouped in special militia which 

-

rances. 

Enforced disappearances

from their homes in front of their families.  Among 

-

 

-

-

Extract from a press release by FIDH

“Deux tortionnaires algériens mis en examen en France”

[Two Algerian torturers indicted by French justice: a hope 

for the victims in the fight against impunity in Algeria], 

2004.
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-

-

-
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-

enforced disappearances.

-

him.

-

disappearances for personal reasons. In fact, he, along with eight other farmers, 

s
e
c
ti
o

n
  

1

42

II – The denial of the detention of the missing and the concealment of their fate

-

-

-

-

-
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- denial of the arrest and detention

The denial of the arrest and detention of the missing person

arrest, the families were faced with the complete denial of the arrest and detention of the missing.

 

 

-

-

mother went to the police station to request information on her son, she saw 

to the police station and the car was no longer there.

s
e
c
ti
o

n
  

1

44

-

 

 

had gone to the maquis.

 

-
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CCLAS para-commando soldiers

s
e
c
ti
o

n
  

1

46

BMPJ officials, called “ninjas” by the  public
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48
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s
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50

Armed guards 



51

-

-

s
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n
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52

ctes  la 

une

-

« en application ou dans la poursuite d’une politique

tant que « bouc émissaire dans la pensée des auteurs d’infractions qui l’érigent en communauté 

exercent à leur encontre. 

 

-

-

-

islamiste. 

 

 

28-TPIY, Affaire IT-94-2-R61, Le Procureur c/ Dragan Nikolic, 20 octobre 1995, p. 15.

29-Comme c’est le cas dans la qualification du crime de génocide par exemple « détruire en tout ou partie un groupe 

racial, national, ethnique ou religieux, en tant que tel ». Dans le crime contre l’humanité, en revanche, les raisons peuvent 
être de toute nature : politiques, religieuses, ethniques, raciales ou pour toute raison quelle qu’elle soit

30-Op.cit. Mario BETTATI, « crimes contre l’humanité »

Section II.

The target of enforced  

disappearances: the civil population 
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-

the 

multiple commission of acts referred to in paragraph 1 against any civilian population [...] 

pursuant to or in furtherance of a State or organisational policy to commit such attack 77

remove the missing 

persons’ status of terrorist .

 aimed 

-

the missing.

-

-

-

reigning terror at the heart of the population, all the while concealing the nature and  extent of the repression 

S
e
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o

n
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54

areas

-

-

 

-
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-

supporters of the armed groups.

-

-

-

clean it up using hoses.

monitored and arrested.

-

-

searched houses and conducted arrests. This general-

people disappeared under these circumstances.

S
e
c
ti
o

n
 I
I

56

-

  

 

82-Jacques Fontaine, “Quartiers défavorisés et vote islamiste à Alger” [Underprivileged districts and the Islamist vote in 
Algiers]. In: Revue du monde musulman et de la Méditerranée [Magazine of the Muslim and Mediterranean world],
 N°65, 1992. p. 141-164.

Ali Maariche
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-

-

-

-

tions with armed Islamist groups.

 

S
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c
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o

n
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I
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-

rities

. These 

-

-

. In fact, 

 

-

“pursuant to 

of the perpetrators of the infractions which establishes them as a target community [...]. Such 

real or supposed characteristics are misrepresented by the criminals with the intention of dis-

.

-

-

-
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-

 

 

. All 

“many of those held in administrative 

detention were prisoners of conscience, detained for their peaceful support for the FIS without 

having used or advocated violence”

 – were detained for periods ranging from two months to 

-

S
e
c
ti
o

n
 I
I

60

     

-

pearances.

-

-

-

hideen acted as informers.
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-

were also included.

-

The retail traders

-

S
e
c
ti
o

n
 I
I
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The health professionals

-
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.

-

-

-

tion for a while (Appendix 4).

-

-

-

his resignation,

S
e
c
ti
o

n
 I
I

64

-

the maquis.

-

secrets.

-

   Around ten agents entered the house and searched each room, plundering 

-

sisters and mother. This was the reason for his arrest.
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-

-

came wanted people.

-

,

-

-

-

S
e
c
ti
o

n
 I
I

66



68

Section III.

The widespread and systematic nature 

of enforced disappearance 
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-

 Isolated or incidental acts are therefore 

were committed  The widespread nature results in the existence of a large 

, is an indicator of the implementation of a methodical plan. As 

“pursuant to 

or in furtherance of a policy to commit such attack”)

The 

crime expresses intent, translated as a calculation, it reveals a political, ideological or dogmatic 

premeditation”.

-

had 

which pushed them to act unlawfully and commit excessive acts” -

“is responsible but not guilty”

-

S
e
c
ti
o

n
 I
II

70

-

-

mitted on a large scale .

-

-

A – Enforced disappearances at the time

-

97-$e ICC, referencing previous case law, specifies the nature of the attack committed on a large scale.
“It should be massive, frequent, carried out collectively with considerable seriousness and directed against a multiplicity of 
victims. $e attack covers a wide geographic spread or a restricted geographic spread but is directed against a multiplicity of 
civilians. Within this framework, the crimes must not be isolated acts”; Also see ICTY, $e Prosecutor v. Kunarac et al., Case 
No. IT-96-23 and IT-
96-23/1-A, Judgement, 12 June 2002, para. 96; ICTY, $e Prosecutor v. Kordic and Cerkez, Case No. IT-95-14/2-A, Judge-
ment, 17 December 2004, para. 94; ICTY, $e Prosecutor v. Blagojevic and Jokic, Case No. IT-02-60 T, Judgement, 17 January 
2005, para. 545 and 546.
98-CNCPPDH, 2013 annual report, p. 23 Visited on 17/12/2015 at: http://www.cncppdh-algerie.org/php_VF/
images/pdf/Rapport2013FR.pdf                                                                                                                                                                                                    



71

-

rances

-

[...] The Islamists want to go to paradise. So let’s take them there and 

.

99-Habib Souaïdia “Il faut en finir avec l’omerta sur la sale guerre en Algérie” [We must put an end to the silence on Algeria’s 
dirty war] visited on 30/01/2016 at: http:// www.algeria-watch.org/farticle/sale_guerre/souaidia_fin_omerta.htm

S
e
c
ti
o

n
 I
II

72

 

-

-

porting the opposing side.

-

 

 

 

 

“Fear must switch sides”.

the whole of Algeria. 

-

“Torture, a systematic practice” presented by the CJA to the Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal established that 

“during the period from January 1992 to spring 1994, thousands of arrested and tortured people were often 

taken to court where they were released, for lack of charges” . 
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“Panicked and traumatised residents could no longer live anything like a normal life: child-

ren were not going to school, families gathered at relative’s places, changed homes everyday and 

wondered what the army was doing, as the latter still stationed 100,000 soldiers in the region, by 

far the most populated of the country and smaller than a French department”102.

in question.

“Residents of the district were prepared for them as they had spent weeks of keeping guard 

and begging the army to provide them with weapons and install a military post in the centre of 

-

of the dist rict with six armoured cars, but they did not enter and even prevented people from 

escaping as well as emergency services from entering. [...]”

-

S
e
c
ti
o

n
 I
II

74

Enforced disappearances were spread across the whole of Algeria, from north to south, east 

-

Enforced disappearances by province

The most affected provinces 

Algier

Constantine

Oran

23%

15%

 9%

Enforced disappearances

0

<10

10-50

50-100

> 100
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-

phenomenon of large-scale enforced disappearances across the communal territories. This ana-

-

areas were not spared.

-

missing persons.

-

-

S
e
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n
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in this commune.

certain families of the missing, the terrorists wandered 

-

-

-

-

-

with families of the missing from nine communes lo-

-

-

-

-

and patriots as well as

-



77

tortures and enforced disappearances at the 

-

The families could not send their children to 

from the terrorists who had complete control of 

some of the districts.

-

fence groups (patriots). The patriots of the re-

-

These districts, where law enforcement 

-

-

-

monies from families of the missing, the secu-

S
e
c
ti
o

n
  

II
I

78

-
pearance

.

detention locations of the missing were also passed onto the families. From one testimony to 

executed or died from torture. In fact, torture was carried out on a large scale in secret detention 

-

pearances (D).

-

-

.

missing with the result of the searches conducted

-
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each case.

-

-

 

-

-

 

-

 

-

missing)

 

friends and hit them with their weapons, forcing 

S
e
c
ti
o

n
 I
II
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-

regular throughout all of Algeria.

a sister of a missing person.

-

En route, he saw his teacher friend in front 

out, came charging at him and hit him with 

-

-
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-

-

down, threatening the residents with their weapons, insulting them and manhandling them. The 

-

-

-

-

(Appendix 7).

-

S
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o
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82

.

     The testimonies of families of the missing and former fellow detainees regarding the location 

and cities.

109-National Observatory of Human Rights, “Rapport annuel 1996” [Annual Report of 1996], visited on 30/01/2016 at: http://
www.algeria-watch.org/mrv/mrvdisp/ondhrap.htm  
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-

-

-

The transfer of the missing

the missing.

S
e
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o

n
  

II
I

84

arrest

-

-

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-

to the torture after less than a month after their arrest.

-

district.

torture.

-

-

S
e
c
ti
o

n
  

II
I

86

112. The police 

SM found suspects, they did not show their transfer papers and when we requested them, would 

show us their DRS cards on which the names were fake. [...] The head of security told me that 

he could not do anything against the soldiers, that they had all the power and that he could do 

nothing but follow orders”

“The 

country was divided into four (especially in the Algiers area) by military barracks, gendarmerie 

brigades, police posts or armed guards posts through which arrested persons were “routed” 

were transferred to one of their centres”114

-

ried out in the places of detention.

-

. Dalila, a former 

117

112-Justice Commission for Algeria, “L’organisation des forces de répression” [$e organisation of the forces of repression], 
September 2015, p. 29. Visited on
31/01/2016 at: http://www.algerie-tpp.org/tpp/pdf/dossier_16_forces_repression.pdf
113-Kamel B. “A propos du terrorisme : témoignage d’un officier de police” [Regarding terrorism: the testimony of a police 
officer]. Visited on 01/02/2015 at: http://www.algeria-watch.org/farticle/aw/awterkamel.htm
114-Justice Commission for Algeria “Les centres de tortures et d’exécutions” [Centres of torture and executions], October 
2003, p. 8.  Visited on 30/01/2016 at: http://www.algerie-tpp.org/tpp/pdf/dossier_6_centres.pdf
115-Mahmoud Khielili “La torture en Algérie 1991-2001” [Torture in Algeria 1991-2001], October 2001. Visited on 
01/02/2016 at: http://www.algeria-watch.org/mrv/mrvtort/torture_khelili.htm  
116-Algeria Watch “Revue de presse internationale, 1994-2002 : les témoignages d’officiers et policiers algériens dissidents” 
[International press release, 1994-2002: the testimonies of dissenting Algerian officials and police officers]. Visited on 
01/02/2016 at: http://www.algeria-watch.org/pdf/pdf_fr/compilation_temoignages.pdf
117-Robert FISK “Massacres in Algeria, strong evidence for military security responsibility” in $e Independent,
30 October 1997
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transported them after 11 pm, during the curfew hours.
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-

questioning.

-

has not heard from him since.

-

-

-
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leader. The presumption of innocence did not exist. If the answer did not suit their questioning, 

-

even read, detailing their so-called declarations.

Maquaria on 7 June 1994. They gave me a list of names of inhabitants that I did not know and 

created a scenario of all the eviden

me to “admit” the facts. The torture became increasingly worse. I could no longer stand it. I 

ended up cracking and telling them anything”
121

missing.
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torture practised on a large scale at this time122.

-

122-Abdelkader Tigha, “Contre-espionnage algérien, notre guerre contre les islamistes” [Algerian counter-espionage: our war 
against Islamists], editions Nouveau Monde, p. 115

-
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-

disappearances.

 

f

-

-

-
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-

-

 

 

-

. 

 

     

-

mer was ordered to point out homes and people to arrest. The families of the missing sometimes 

       

123-Information collected by SOS Disappeared from families of the missing from the Attatba commune  

name under torture.
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-

cials in order to point out residential areas and people to arrest.

-

-

-
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-

e

D

s

d

f -

r Les islamistes 

v

morts . 

-

-

-

La peur doit changer de camps ». 

49-Habib Souaïdia « Il faut en finir avec l’omerta sur la sale guerre en Algérie » consulté le 30/01/2016 sur : http://www.
algeria-watch.org/farticle/sale_guerre/souaidia_fin_omerta.htm

Section IV.

The Algerian authorities’ response

to the missing persons’ files:

continuous impunity 
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-

ring further discussion, admitting the existing of “excessive acts”, the term constantly used with 

a clear diminishing connotation [...]. Confronted with concrete cases, interrogated on precise 

they have the requested pieces of information. The general impression given from such inter-

views is one of a clear desire of concealment”124.

-

-

-

rances

-

-
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. The institution transferred 

 

 

 

- 62 cases relate to persons wanted by the security forces 

- 23 cases relate to incarcerated persons 

- 23 cases relate to persons arrested by the security forces but who were then either released or 

 

- 12 cases have been regarded by the security forces as being deceased and 3 classed as 

missing 

 

- 9 cases have been presented by the security forces as relating to family problems (abandoning 

the family, runaway etc.)”

-

“- either the person sought by their loved ones went into hiding of their own accord

- either the missing person was abducted by the armed groups which, because they have not 

- either the person sought by their family took the initiative to abandon their loved ones, as a 

consequence of problems or family disputes”.

128-ONDH, Annual report, 1997, available at: ht tp://www.algeria-watch.org/mrv/mrvrap/ondh1997.htm
129-Ibid
130-Ibid    
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“[...] 

gravely concerned at the number of disappearances and at the failure of the State to respond 

adequately, or indeed at all, to such serious violations” .

(a) establish a central register to record all reported cases of disappearances and day-to-

day action taken to retrace the disappeared;

and (b) assist the families concerned to retrace the disappeared. The Committee further 

requests the State party, in its next periodic report, to give an account of the number of cases 

reported, the investigations conducted and the results achieved” .

-

complaints addressed to the courts and follow up on them .

to which we have responded are persons who took up arms. We have never hidden that there 

victim to operations with the security forces. We continue to think that a number of them are still 

in the maquis. And such is the situations with the so-called missing persons” .

-

131-Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, Algeria, 18 August 1998, CCPR/C/79/Add.95, § 10
132-Ibid, § 10
133-A. Bouteflika, “Allocution du président de la République” – Installation du mécanisme ad hoc de prise en charge de la 
question des disparus [Speech by the President of the Republic – Introduction of the ad hoc mechanism to deal with the issue 
of the missing], Algiers, 20 September 2003, available at: http://www.usip.org/files/file/resources/collections/commissions/
Algeria-BouteflikaSpeech.pdf
134-”La solution du gouvernement au problème des “disparus” ? Une déclaration de mort” [$e government’s solution to the 
problem of the “missing”? A declaration of death], Algeria Watch, 21 January 1999, available at: http://www.algeria-watch.org/
farticle/aw/awdisp1.htm
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-

transferred 

-

.

disappearance.

missing persons -

-

of a centre of coordination and drive whose 
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aim was to research various solutions and, on the other hand, from a lack of communication 

with families of the missing” .

“a centre of management and an interface 

. The mandate of the ad hoc commission 

was therefore limited to  and “the in-

forming of families of the persons declared missing as the result of searches undertaken and their 

-

cessors of the missing persons”.

.

-

-

the State? (Yes/No)”141

-
142 that the commission had, in 

for each case regarding the fate of the missing, owing to the fact that “the persons implicated 

defended themselves as they all claim that their roles ended with the arrests. The services im-

.

-

-
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forces for an explication and although he mentioned “a large similarity between the cases” -

nces were not “[...] a deliberate policy but [acts] accountable to 

.

-

“Over these particular years, the security forces conducted the arrest of nearly 300,000 people 

cases are the exception to this rule. This remains minimal when compared to the 300,000 cases 
144.

According to the conclusions drawn from the ad hoc mechanism, 

whose safety was not ensured by the State”

“The 

request it” .

-

.
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-
147

m

.

-

-

guard the institutions

.

-

expression to question the 

147-Law No. 99-08 of 13 July 1999 relating to restoring civil concord.
148-Article 10 of ordinance no. 06-01 implementing the Charter
149-Article 45 of ordinance no. 06-01 implementing the Charter
150-Ghania Oukazi, “Familles des disparus : un rassemblement dispersé par la police” [Families of the missing: a gathering 
dispersed by the police], Le Quotidien d’Oran, 12 August 2010.
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. 

“a duty to investigate thoroughly alleged violations of human rights, particularly 

enforced disappearances and violations of the right to life, and to criminally prosecute, try and 

punish those deemed responsible for such violations” .

-

-

alleged perpetrators of disappearances. -

. 

151-Human Rights Committee, Findings, Communication No. 1588/2007, Benaziza v Algeria, 26 July
2010, para. 9.9; Human Rights Committee, General observation no. 20 regarding Article 7 (Prohibition of Torture, or Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment), 10 March 1992, para. 15: “Amnesties are generally incompatible 
with the duty of States to investigate such acts”.
152-Human Rights Committee, Findings, Communication No. 612/1995, José Vicente et al. v. Colombia, 19 August 1997, 
para. 8.8
153-For the Algerian authorities’ failure to conduct investigations on the fate of the disappeared as obliged, see Mouloud 
Boumghar, “Concorde civile et réconciliation nationale sous le sceau de l’impunité : le traitement par le droit algérien des 
violations graves des droits de l’Homme commises durant la guerre civile des années 1990“ [Civil concord and national recon-
ciliation masked by impunity: the treatment of serious violations of human rights by Algerian law committed during the civil 
war of the 1990s], International Review of Comparative Law (R.I.D.C.) .2-2015, p. 400-403.
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she has taken the procedures provided by the Charter for Peace and National Reconciliation” .

-

“the victim of 

-

no avail”.

no longer given 

sign of life and [their] body has not been found after investigation by all legal means which were 

inconclusive

-

of disappearance on the grounds that the missing person is not present on their list . 

154-Communication No. 1196/2003, Fatma Zohra Boucherf v Algeria, 27 April 2006; Follow-up to the findings submitted by 
the author on 30 March 2006 and 11 September 2008
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right to full and complete compensation

 “The missing persons are considered as 

victims of the national tragedy and the legal successors in interest may claim compensation”. 

-

-

“could constitute a form of inhuman or degrading treatment” .

-

.

“provisions 

 deceased victims of terrorism”  . 

-

-

155-$e police maintains to have a list of missing persons but they have never proven the existence of this list, which cannot 
be accessed anywhere.
156-Presidential decree no. 06-94 of 28 February 2006 relating to State assistance to impoverished families affected by the 
involvement of one of their relatives in terrorism
157-CAT/C/DZA/CO/3, § 13
158-For the subordination of the compensation to the establishment of a death certificate as inhumane treatment, see Mou-
loud BOUMGHAR, “Concorde civile et réconciliation nationale sous le sceau de l’impunité : le traitement par le droit algérien 
des violations graves des droits de l’Homme commises durant la guerre civile des années 1990“ [Civil concord and national 
reconciliation masked by impunity: the treatment of serious violations of human rights by Algerian law committed during the 
civil war of the 1990s], International Review of Comparative Law (R.I.D.C.) in RIDC.2-2015, p. 403-405
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. The compensation is made through the 

legal successors who can claim compensation

-

-

of the missing in the region.

-

 “this compen-

sation is a right granted by the President of the Republic and if you continue to refuse this money, 

it will be returned to the State’s treasury and you will have lost it all”.

-

“the legal successors, all interested persons or the public 

-

-

159-Article 39 of ordinance no. 06-01 of 27 February 2006
160-Presidential decree no. 06-93 of 28 February 2006 relating to the compensation of victims of the national tragedy 
manages the modalities of the calculation and payment of the compensation based on the age and profession of the missing 
person: - Military and civilian personnel in the Ministry of the Defence; Civil servants or public officials; - Aged at least 50, 
with dependent children and in the private or public economic sector or unemployed; - Not in any of the categories above 
(pensioners with or without a retirement fund, person was minor at the time of the disappearance etc.).
161-$ese latter could be: “the spouse; the children of the deceased aged under 19, or maximum 21, if they are continuing 
their studies or if they are doing an apprenticeship as well as dependent children as per the current legislation and in the same 
conditions as the children of the deceased; the children, regardless of their age, who due to a disability or chronic illness are 
unable to pursue permanent gainful employment; the dependent female children of the deceased with no income at the time 
of the disappearance, regardless of their age; the parents of the deceased”.
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“Anyone who, by speech, writing, or any 

other act, uses or exploits the wounds of the National Tragedy to harm the institutions of the De-

mocratic and Popular Republic of Algeria, to weaken the state, or to undermine the good repu-

tation of its agents who honourably served it, or to tarnish the image of Algeria internationally, 

.

162-Article 32 of ordinance no. 06-01 of 27 February 2006
163-$is request is based on Articles 114 of the family code and 32 of ordinance no. 06-01 of 27 February
2006 which stipulate that the missing person’s death certificate can be issued on request “by one of the heirs, all persons of 
interest or the public prosecutor”.
164-CFDA press release, Nous ne serons jamais fatiguées, nous ne céderons pas, nous n’arrêterons pas : jusqu’à la mort, pour 
nos enfants [We shall never be tired, we shall never give up, we shall never stop: until we die, for our children], 4 August 2010, 
available on the CFDA website: www.algerie-disparus.org
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Conclusion and recommendations
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-

-

-

 

 

“If we must, in Argentina, all necessary persons will die to bring back the 

peace”;  “I am ready and have decided to eli-

minate 3 million Algerians if we must to maintain the order that the Islamists are threatening” . 

 

-

 

 

-

-
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-

disregarded, humiliated, treated as sub-human which made the inhumanity a constitutional 

element of the crimes against humanity in the case law of international or national tribu-

nals which was used to try them”

-

 

 

-

. It entails, out-

-

 

 

-

171 

 

-

-
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Disappearances

172. In this resolution, 

 

 

-

-

regulations and principles of general international law and international law of human rights 

 

 

 

-

-

 

 

 

 

 

-

-

commendations regarding how the issue of enforced disappearances in Algeria is addressed are 
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Appendices
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Appendices

 

 

. 

 

-

174

 

-

a police centre.

173-CJA “l’organisation des forces de répression” [$e organisation of the forces of repression], 2004 and “Les centres de 
tortures et d’exécution” [Centres of torture and execution], files no. 6 and 16 presented to the PPT in 2004. Can be accessed at: 
http://www.algerie-tpp.org/tpp/presentation/dos- siers_presentes.htm
174-$e three main branches of the DRS are: - the Directorate of Counter-Espionage (DCE) managed by General Smaïn La-
mari, DRS’ no. 2; - the Central Directorate for Army Security (DCSA) managed by General Kamel Abderrahmane until 1996; 
- the Directorate of Documentation and External Security (DDSE), also known by the name of Communication and Dissem-
ination Centre which depended directly on the head of DRS, General Mohamed Mediene, known as Toufik. Sources: Justice 
Commission for Algeria, “l’organisation des forces de la répression” [$e organisation of the forces of repression], file no.
16, Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal, 2004: http://www.algerie-tpp.org/tpp/pdf/dossier_16_forces_repression.pdf
175-For the organisation of the State security apparatus and competences of each of the structures of coordination in the fight 
against terrorism and subversion, see: Justice Commission for Algeria, “l’organisation des forces de la répression” [$e organ-
isation of the forces of repression], file no. 16, Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal, 2004: http://www.algerie-tpp.org/tpp/pdf/dos-
sier_16_forces_repression.pdf and Justice Commission for Algeria, “les centres de  torture et d’exécution” [Centres of torture 
and execution], file no. 6, Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal, 2004: http://www.algerie-tpp.org/tpp/pdf/dossier_6_centres.pdf
176-Mohammed SAMRAOUI, Chronique des années de sang [Chronicles of the years of blood], op.cit., p. 316.
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-

-

-

-

 

 

 

 

177-Operational sector of East Mitidja (SOME) – Operational sector of West Mitidja (SOMO) – Operational sector of Bouira 
(SOB) – Operational sector of the Hauts plateaux (SOHP) – Operational sector of Aïn Defla (SOAD) – Operational sector of 
Algiers (SOAL)
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-

 

 

 

 

, “in 

-

 

 

-

“The police too – 

each territorial centre gave orders to the police in its area of competence – acquired experience 

and started to execute people. The morning after, they met the families who came to complain 

-

rances they reported”

.

 

178-CJA, “L’organisation des forces de répression” [$e organisation of the forces of repression], September 2004, p. 20, visited 
on 02/02/2016 at: http://www.algerie-tpp.org/tpp/pdf/dossier_16_forces_repression.pdf
179-Algeria Watch, “Algérie, la machine de mort” [Algeria, the death machine], 2004. Visited on 02/02/2016 at: http://www.
algeria-watch.org/
fr/mrv/mrvtort/machine_mort/machine_mort_rapport_3.htm
180-CJA, “L’organisation des forces de répression” [$e organisation of the forces of repression], September 2004, p. 30, 
accessed on 02/02/2016 at: http://www.algerie-tpp.org/tpp/pdf/dossier_16_forces_repression.pdf
181-Ibid
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“We are keeping him hostage until Chérif turns himself in,”  

 

-

 

 

 

 

-

182-Cherif Mehalli worked as a court clerk at the Hussein Dey tribunal where he was highly esteemed. In 1992, members of 
the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) approached him and showed him a “notice” with a death threat if he did not quit his job. At 
the time, FIS members forced civil servants to resign from their government positions. Frightened, Cherif requested sick leave 
which he renewed for three months. $is is the reason for his arrest at the Mehalli’s home in the middle of the night. He was 
violently tortured for eight days before being released. When police officers returned to arrest him two months later, he had 
used that time to run away. He then returned to collect his belongings and said to his family: “I’ve decided to leave, wish me 
death [...]”

“[...] in any case, you will no longer be harassed by the police”.
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-

-

his home armed with an order for enlistment in his name and ordered him to 

-
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-
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-

were each sentenced to
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-

taganem.

-

himself.

their cars in front of the house and entering through the front door. It was 

out what happened to them.

-
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-

-
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-

-

-

and all disappeared

 

         

afterwards.
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-
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-

-

with other detainees.

-

El Kennar Nouchfi, Jijel province

A
p

p
e
n

d
ic

e
s

130

 

El Emir Abdelkader, Jijel province
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person

the district.

Bellara industrial zone where the temporary military barracks were located and where the missing 

from El Emir Abdelkader and El Kennar Nouchfi are said to have been executed.
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